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CAMPUS

Snow goose
migration yet
to peak

FEATURE PHOTO

Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin

Megan Jae Riggs/Montana Kaimin
Kiara Drake and Ginger Shagswell take a photo of themselves in the University Center Atrium during the “Kiss a Queen or King”
fundraiser for the Lambda Alliance student group. Lambda will be hosting events on campus for Pride Week, including a drag show in the south
atrium of the UC on Thursday at noon.

CAMPUS

Diversity coordinator a “perfect fit”
Candace Rojo
Montana Kaimin
Maria Cole has a passion for
learning people’s stories and finding out what makes them tick.
Cole, the new coordinator for
diversity retention and recruitment for the University of Montana, took on her new role with the
intention of listening to people’s
stories, opening up conversation
and finding out what the University of Montana can do to increase

diversity among faculty and staff.
“Maria was a perfect fit because
of her skills and past experience
working on campus,” said Lucy
France, director of equal opportunity and affirmative action at UM.
Cole’s main goals will be to increase awareness at the University
about diversity retention and collect data on how the University
can attract a more diverse staff and
faculty. By increasing diversity in
staff, the University hopes to make
the campus more welcoming to
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minority students, who will have
more mentors and people like
them on campus.
France said there has been a
lot of confusion on campus about
Cole’s role. Students have asked if
she is the new face of diversity, and
have wondered what she is going
to do.
The position was created last
fall through the efforts of France
and President Royce Engstrom.
Cole started the job this semester,
and will focus on retention of di-

verse students and staff, as well as
recruitment of staff, faculty and
advisers of varying backgrounds.
“She’s not the face of diversity,
and we don’t intend her to be,”
France said. “She is a resource, and
will collect data and report it back
to the administration.”
Before accepting the job, Cole
worked at an energy company in
Washington, training people to
work in specific positions. Before
that, she was the recruitment
See COLE, page 8

U M ’s I n d e p e n d e n t C a m p u s N ew s p ap e r S i n c e 1 8 9 8

It’s 28 degrees at the Freezout
Lake Wildlife Management Area,
and the wind is roaring unmercifully across central Montana. Along
the shore, ducks and swans happily
tip upside down in the frigid salty
waters, seeking underwater vegetation. Farther out on the lake, the eye
is drawn to a white, floating mass:
snow geese.
Annually, these snow geese migrate thousands of miles from the
California coast and make a stop at
Freezout Lake — three hours north
of Missoula— before continuing
north into Canada. This past weekend, about 17,000 landed at Freezout,
said area manager Mark Schlepp.
At the peak of the migration, 50,000
to 80,000 snow geese will blanket
the area.
“We’re only about a third of the
way through the migration season,”
Schlepp said. “A storm like this one
will get the flocks to stack up.”
A weekend weather system
dumped nearly a foot of snow in
places across central Montana and
winds gusted up to 60 mph.
With one, or maybe two. weeks
left before the migration peaks and
begins to decline, Schlepp said
there is still plenty of opportunity
for some impressive bird-watching.
Snow geese hunker down in
the fields surrounding Freezout for
about four days before moving on.
There, they refuel on barley and
wheat morsels left in the stubble
from last year’s harvest. Wildlife
managers in the area plant and
mow some fields around the lake
specifically for these geese and other bird species.
In the evenings, the geese rise
in large black-and-white masses to
move onto the water for the night. In
the morning, when groups of more
than a thousand birds are lifting off,
the sky goes dark because of their
flapping forms.
See GEESE, page 8
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heard around the

THE FULL MONTE

OVAL

Exit fee

By Missy Lacock

We’re smack in the middle of spring semester, and that glorious
Montana sun has finally resurfaced. The end of the semester is in
sight.
Graduates are the luckiest students of all. Term papers and blue
books will be things of the past in just two brief months.
Grad-u-a-tion: noun. 1. Conferral of an academic degree. 2. Entry into a frantic quest for employment. 3. The commencement of
student loan repayments.
The deadline for graduation applications has already passed,
and with it, a slew of complaints about the $30 fee packed my inbox.
My response: What did you expect? If there’s one thing the University of Montana has taught us, it’s that there’s no such thing as a
free lunch. Or, at the University, even a courtesy cup of water.
Paulette Nooney, a graduate coordinator in the Registrar’s Office, said the graduation fee funds the ceremony — whether graduates walk or not. But besides printing diplomas, what could possibly cost the University thousands of dollars for this event, you ask?
It’s obvious: the pianist.
Besides, we definitely haven’t paid enough for our degrees yet.
$25,000 is nothing to the average 20-something kid. Heck, why not
even increase the graduation fee a Benjamin or two? We already
pay nearly $800 a semester in nontuition fees for things like registration, transportation, campus rec, athletics and more — whether
we ever use the services or not. Why should the graduation fee be
any different? The University is nothing if not consistent, and the
bill is just one final reminder of how the world works and who’s
really in charge (not us).
The application fee isn’t the only cost of graduating. Jostens took
orders for gowns and accessories earlier this month. Apparently
we don’t only have to earn those honors ropes; we also have to pay
for them. Costs increase for master’s degrees, but for good reason:
MA graduates get a hood! Totals spike even higher for doctoral
degrees (bigger hood?), but it’s well worth the 50-plus greenbacks
to follow tradition and dress like the grim reaper.
There are alternatives for students truly peeved or unable to
shell out the cash for this one-time event. Bag professional announcements and go with Facebook Evites. Forego the tassel, or
use a bookmark. Wear your high school robe, even if it is Sentinel’s
purple. After all, “There is no set dress code,” according to the Registrar’s frequently asked questions website. So wear jeans, wear a
toga, wear your birthday suit!
Whichever way you suit up, give merrily. After all, what’s a
measly graduation fee on top of thousands and thousands of dollars in tuition, fees, books and parking tickets? If it cost to get in,
why shouldn’t it cost to get out?
And, luckily, the University will always call alumni for donations. Someday we might give enough.

UNIVERSITY CENTER

“Hey! Every time I talk
to people on the phone,
they’re in lingerie.”
CLAPP BUILDING

ELROD HALL
LOMASSON CENTER

“Think transvestite body
builder. We’ve gotta do it.”

“Do you think Yoda could
use the Force instead of
Viagara?”

“All the people I know
applying to be RAs are the
same people who sell
pot brownies on the side.”
ARTS + CULTURE COLUMN

M

issoulians like to
think that we’re
progressive, green
and hip. We have a liberal arts
school, nonprofits and we have
“open minds.”
But guess what, Missoula?
Bozeman is beating us. For
now.
This Friday, Bozeman — not
Missoula — will be hosting
the first Montana TEDx event
called “Big Sky, Big Minds.”
Last semester, I wrote about
TED talks, the international
conference founded on “Ideas
Worth Spreading.” Every year,
it brings together the brightest minds to tackle the world’s
trickiest problems in a series of
18-minute lectures.
TEDx conferences are slightly different. They are local and
self-organized to bring the
sharpest thinkers in a community together to share the TED
experience.
TEDxBozeman was put together to show that Montana
is as innovative as any other
region in the world. Montana
was once considered the land
of resources, but TEDxBozeman argues that it has become
the new frontier for insight.
Bozeman’s a place that mirrors Missoula in a lot of ways,
so this is not an attempt to
shoot down Bozeman by any

MINDFULL MEDIA
TEDx Bozeman
By Michael Beall, A+C editor
means, instead this is a wakeup call to Missoula to host our
own TEDx event.
I can’t keep track of how
many great minds I have met
throughout my years in Missoula: professors, small business owners, nonprofit founders and even up-and-coming
students. These are the kind of
people who will be speaking in
Bozeman this week.
Paul Anderson is a high
school AP Biology teacher
who produces YouTube videos,
technology and game mechanics that increase class engagement.
Melissa Wills is a Bozeman
High School senior and president of Project X^2, a club that
works to empower young people to have more self-respect
and self-worth.
Jack Horner is a University
of Montana grad, research scientist and Curator of Paleontology at the Museum of the
Rockies. He discovered the
first parental care in dinosaurs,
found evidence of dinosaur
herds, and has named a dozen

species.
These are just three examples of the 20 TEDxBozeman
speakers at the sold out event,
and since we can’t attend the
conference, I thought of a few
in our own community.
Chris Servheen, the U.S.
Fish, Wildlife and Parks grizzly bear recovery coordinator,
has helped prevent the great
bear from becoming extinct.
Steve Running is a UM professor of Forest Ecology. He
is the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize
winner and expert on global
ecosystem monitoring.
Josh Slotnick is the Program
in Ecological Agriculture and
Society (PEAS Farm) director,
which combines traditional
academics with hands-on agricultural work in the Rattlesnake.
TEDx is a new trend, and the
founders of Bozeman’s event
want to see it spread. Do you
have someone who makes you
hang on his or her every word?
Maybe in the near future we
will bring together Missoula’s
best and see where it takes us.
michael.beall@umontana.edu

melissa.lacock@umontana.edu
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HOUSE
HUNTERS

Do you have
30+ credits?

Do you want
roommates?

No

You can live in a
single room in the
residence halls

No

$960 monthly

A breakdown of university housing

You can live in
the residence
halls

Compiled by Jake McHugh

MISSED MEALS:
About 7-9 percent of all meal plans
at the University of Montana go unused. So far this year, 8.9 percent of
meal plan dollaers were not spent
before they expired (from the period
starting July 1, 2011, and ending June 30,
2012). It amounts to about $86,000. The
“missed meal factor,” as it is called in
the industry, is much lower at UM than
the industry average, which is about 25
percent, said Mark LoParco, director of
University Dining Services.
Every hall or village
has utilities paid 
— except for residents in Elliot
Village and Toole Village,
located in the Univeristy
Villages. These tenants
pay heat and electricity in
Craighead/Sisson.

Yes

Yes

$930 monthly

Do you want to live
on campus?

Do you want
a more private
bathroom?

Yes

Yes

Do you want highspeed Internet
included?

Meal Plan

Free Laundry

U-Dash

Park-n-Ride

Coin-operated Laundry

No

$1,050 monthly

You can live in
Pantzer Hall

Yes

No

Do you have
60+ credits?

No

You can live in
Miller penthouses

$1,110 monthly

Yes

You can live in the
University Villages
$399-$799 monthly

You can live in
Lewis and Clark
Village
$405 monthly
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Bringing out the ‘spirit’ in all of us
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
Pastor Christian Cryder
thinks Jesus would have liked
beer. Cryder himself likes the
beverage, and so do the people
who go to his church, All Souls
Missoula, as well as those who
volunteer with local non-profit
Imagine Missoula.
“We love beer,” Cryder said.
“What better way to make
something good come from
alcohol than to turn it into a
fundraiser to better the community?”
So that’s exactly what they
did. The church partnered with
Big Sky Brewery Co. to create a beer to link religion, doing good things and having a
good time. The result, All Souls
Ale, will be officially released
March 29 at Big Sky Brewing
Co. with music by Tom Catmull
and the Clerics. The release
party is aimed to raise money
for Imagine Missoula.
Cryder said it’s the second

time the ale has been brewed.
Two years ago, Big Sky came
up with an 11 percent Imperial
Saison to benefit the nonprofit.
This time around, the beer is a
10.8 percent dark tripel and will
be sold in 750-milliliter bottles.
Trinda Rieck, the sales and
events coordinator for the
brewery, said the All Souls Ale
should be a good brew.
“It’s going to be one of those
beers that you want to buy two
or three bottles of so you can
drink one now and drink one
in a few years,” she said.
One hundred percent of the
profit from the brew will go to
Imagine Missoula — half of the
$14 price tag will go directly to
the nonprofit and the other half
covers the cost of brewing the
beer.
The secular nonprofit was
started two years ago by members of All Souls church to fill a
gap in volunteer work in Missoula. Nina Alviar, the outreach coordinator for Imagine
Missoula, said the group sends
volunteers to help people with
tasks they can’t do themselves.
The elderly, single mothers and
the disabled are just some of
the people who benefit from
the nonprofit.
“Raking yards, shoveling
snow, fixing a doorknob — a
lot of these folks just don’t have
anyone they can call for help
with these things,” she said.
Cryder said the group was
intentionally designed to meet
the grassroots, neighborly
needs of a community. Most
nonprofits in town, he said, fo-

cus on large issues and receive
a good deal of funding for their
projects. Imagine Missoula is
just the opposite.
What the group lacks in
funding, it makes up for in volunteers. More than 500 people
subscribe to the calls for help
on the group’s Facebook page
and through email. If Imagine Missoula gets wind that
someone needs help moving,
for instance, the information
is on Facebook for anyone who
wants to help out.
“There’s not a nonprofit out
there that does these because
they’re small tasks,” Cryder
said. “They’re not things nonprofits do.”
Although the organization is
associated with All Souls Missoula, Cryder said, it’s a completely secular nonprofit that
welcomes any and all volunteers. All Souls Ale is a way to
separate the nonprofit from the
church, he said, as it’s a major
source of income for Imagine
Missoula. The first batch raised
$7,000 for the group, and Cryder said he expects this batch to
do the same.
Beer, Alviar said, is almost
the perfect way to raise money
for a group like Imagine Missoula. Missoula is a town that
appreciates community service almost as much as it does
a good brew, so the release of
All Souls Ale fits perfectly with
that mindset.
“It’s community, it’s a party,
it’s people coming together,”
Alviar said. “Sometimes a beer
is the way to do that.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu

Megan Jae Riggs/Montana Kaimin
Big Sky Brewing Co. teamed up with the local nonprofit Imagine Missoula
to create All Souls Ale, a limited edition dark tripel beer. The release party
will be Thursday, March 29 in the taproom, and 100 percent of the profits will
go to Imagine Missoula.
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PRIDE WEEK

3/19-3/24

UM’s Lambda Alliance
is hosting pride week and
a slate of events. Kiss a
king or queen at the UC
tomorrow. Thursday will
hold a drag show and
bake sale. Friday, attend
the alternative prom.

GALACTIC

3/21 @ 7 p.m.

New Orleans funk
band Galactic returns
to the Wilma. The show
will also feature Corey
Glover of Living Colour
and Corey Henry of
Rebirth Brass Band.
Tickets are $26.

“BAILE DE
PRIMAVERA”

3/23 @ 7 p.m.
3/24 @ 2 p.m.

Patio Andaluz will present a range of music and
dance to celebrate spring.
The event will also feature
guitarists Tony Beltramo,
Sergio Gonzalez and
more. Tickets available at
Rockin’ Rudy’s.
$7 before, $10 at the door.

4

“TIPPING
POINT”

3/24 @ 7 p.m.

A Canadian Native
community reaches out
to the world for help
because of our pursuit of
oil. The Peace and Justice
Film Series takes you to
the biggest energy project on the planet — the
Canadian tar sands.

5

INTERNATIONAL
FOOD FESTIVAL

3/25 @ 12 p.m5 p.m.

The annual International
Culture and Food Festival
will give visitors a taste of
traditional foods, drinks
and performances from
across the world prepared
by UM international
students.
$5 admission.
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Finding the right spice isn’t so easy

Dameon Matule
Montana Kaimin
When Grecia Pacheco signed
up to cook for this year’s International Food Festival, she
thought it would be a piece of
cake.
She set out to make areapas,
cornbread and meat sandwiches from her home country of
Venezuela. She thought any
ingredients would do, because
cornflour’s cornflour, right?
“I was freaking out,” Pacheo
said. “I was like, ‘Oh my God, I
signed up for cooking this year,
but none of these flours are
working.’ ”
Pacheo tried five different
types of cornflour from around
Missoula, and nothing worked.
Eventually she had to order
some from a specialty grocer in
Seattle. She wasn’t sure how she
was going to get it here until a
friend offered to pick it up.
“He didn’t realize that I
bought 30 pounds of it,” she
said. “His carry-on was nothing
but flour.”
As president of the International Student Association,
Pacheo stays in close contact
with much of the international
student body. She said that
most of the cooks she’s talked
to struggled to find the right
ingredients to represent their
home country.
“Everyone’s had to do something strange, like order from
another city or have something
shipped from home,” she said.
Umut Arslan found a Turkish grocer in Chicago that offered the right wheat he needed
for his lentil koste dish, made of

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
International Student Association members Mayuko Aono and Kazusa Suzuki laugh while they work at the table
for the International Culture and Food Festival on Tuesday afternoon in the UC. Aono and Suzuki will help make rice
bowls with barbeque chicken and frozen bananas dipped in chocolate. They will also be performing a traditional Japanese dance called the Soran Bushi.

lentil and vegetables in a tomato
sauce. He tried using what was
available around Missoula, but
the flavor just wasn’t anything
like home.
“We had to change our foods
because we couldn’t find the
right ingredients anywhere in
the States,” Arslan said.
Despite the challenges Pacheo said she’s impressed by
what the 21 different groups are
preparing.
“I’ve never had Korean food,
and when I saw their menu, I
just got so excited because it
sounded so good,” she said.
In addition to the plethora
of flavors being offered at this

year’s food fest, there will be
live performances from around
the globe all afternoon. Last
year’s crowd favorite, the University of Montana Western’s
Polynesian Club, was so popular they were asked to perform
this year as well.
The International Culture
and Food Festival happens

ONLINE

ONLY:

this Sunday, March 25, from
noon until 5 p.m. in the UC.
With everything under $4, the
plates and prices are small so
that tasters can sample from
multiple nationalities without
filling up too quickly.
dameon.matule@umontana.edu

Brooks Johnson shares what he
learned at The Citywide Poetry Slam.
It’s a how-to, of sorts.

www.montanakaimin.com/
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A legend in hiding
BASKETBALL

Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
One name was synonymous
with Lady Griz basketball in the
early 1990s: Shannon Cate. She has
the build of a basketball star, the
numbers to back her up and the
Kodak All-American title attached
to her name.
Twenty years later, she is Shannon Schweyen and a full-time
assistant coach for the Lady Griz
basketball team. Basketball puts a
smile on her face. But for a different kind of grin, ask about her husband — current UM track and field
director Brian Schweyen.
“I had a crush on Brian in fourth
grade,” Shannon said. “We’d go to
the roller skating rink, and I remember waiting on the wall and
hoping he would pick me to skate,
and he’d skate right on by.”
Brian would choose her in the
end, but in Shannon’s basketball
days, everyone wanted her.
When thinking about playing after high school, Shannon’s
first instinct was to look outside
Montana, like Kentucky, Hawaii,
New Mexico State and Arizona
State. Montana was the last of
her five NCAA official visits, but

the one she chose to call home.
To this day, Shannon is still the
epitome of Montana basketball. It
only takes a glance at stat sheets
and record charts of the Lady Griz
to see one name consistently popping up under her maiden name.
Shannon had great stats, but
Montana head coach Robin Selvig
attributed her success to other factors.
“She was a great competitor,”
Selvig said. “We were blessed
with good talent around her, so
the team was very successful. So
that’s what allowed her to achieve
Kodak All-American. The team
had to be very successful, and she
did it through adversity.”
In her senior year, the adversity that plagued Shannon was
her shoulder dislocating throughout the whole season. Practices
became nonexistent that year,
but she helped lead the team to a
fourth NCAA tournament game.
She scored 34 points for No. 11
Montana to upset No. 6 Wisconsin — a memory she said is one of
her favorites.
At the end of the 1991-92 season, Shannon’s accomplishments
were stout. She had four NCAA
appearances, three Big Sky Conference regular-season titles, a

’90s Lady Griz basketball
star coaches 20 seasons
Nick Gast/
Montana Kaimin
Lady Griz
assistant coaches
Annette Rocheleau
(left), Shannon
Schweyen (middle)
and Trish Duce
(right) sit on the
bench during a
Lady Griz victory
over Sacramento
State on Feb. 9 in
Dahlberg Arena.

record of 103-18, was a four-time
academic All-Big Sky selection and
a two-time Big Sky MVP. She finished as the Big Sky Conference’s
leading scorer among men and
women with 2,172 points.
What separated Shannon from
the rest of the crowd was yet to
come. She would find out that she
was selected as a Kodak All-American, making her one of the top 10
women basketball players in the
country.
Shannon became the Big Sky
Conference’s only first-team Ko-

dak All-American as a senior, and
still stands alone today in the conference with that recognition. She
had glimpses of All-American before, earning All-American honorable mentions as a sophomore and
junior.
Selvig knows that it was a great
moment for the school and program.
“Schools our size from conferences our size don’t typically get
that honor,” Selvig said. “There’s
never been another top 10 out of
this league, so it was a pretty neat
thing.”
The ride was not over yet,
though, for the basketball star. After graduating, Shannon signed a
contract to play basketball in Vitoria, Spain after graduating.

After that, Shannon moved
back to Montana where the University was looking for another
full-time assistant coach. They already had one assistant coach, but
most schools had two full-time assistants.
Shannon joined as a graduate
student assistant, and in her first
year, the team went to the NCAA
tournament. Other schools started
inquiring about Shannon, and that
is when she said Selvig fought for
her to have that assistant coach position.
Twenty seasons later, Shannon’s
love of basketball has kept her in
Montana, but it is always her love
for her family that keeps her underneath the big Montana sky.
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
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Athletic department heads scratch surface of problems
Dustin Askim
Montana Kaimin
Wyatt Vandolah sat in the back
of the third floor meeting room in
the University Center on Tuesday
afternoon, fiddling with a piece of
paper filled with suggestions to improve the University of Montana’s
athletic department.
The senior history major, however, only had the chance to ask
two questions from his laundry list
of inquires he had scribbled down
prior to the Intercollegiate Athletics’

presentation of current happenings.
UM Athletic Director Jim O’Day
and three associate athletic directors took turns presenting the athletic update to a crowd of about 30
people.
An open discussion was listed
on the agenda handed out for the
hour long meeting, but only about
two minutes were set aside for questions.
“I thought they’d get into a lot
more today,” Vandolah said after
the meeting. “I thought we’d be able
to have a real discussion, not just

it’s over at 3 o’clock and everyone
leaves. I don’t think they tackled any
of the real issues today.”
The issues not mentioned were
far -reaching.
How to improve the Grizzly image, which appears to have become
more and more tainted in recent
months, and how punishments are
being handled for those responsible
were ignored.
The allegations of sexual assault
involving Grizzly football players, as well as a fifth DUI in the
past 18 months for a Griz gridder,

were also not talked about during
the presentation. Beau Donaldson,
Jordan Johnson and Brian Maus
— the most recent student-athletes
tangled in off-field troubles — did
not attend the first spring practice
for the Griz on Monday.
However, O’Day did talk about
violence and behavior on the last
slide.
“This binge drinking thing has
gotten out of control, not just at the
University of Montana, but on campuses across America,” O’Day said.
“We need more leadership across
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the board, and our student-athletes
need to take on these leadership
roles.”
O’Day, who is in his eighth year
as head of UM athletics, did not
detail what steps the department
plans to take in regards to helping
student-athletes be successful in
“leadership roles.”
He said, like raising children,
each situation is different.
“We spend too much time chasing fires versus getting down to the
root of the problem,” O’Day said.
dustin.askim@umontana.edu
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manager in UM’s Human Resource Services. She also funds the
Jeff Cole Distinguished Lecture
every year, put on by the School of
Journalism. The lecture is in honor
of her husband, Wall Street Journal
reporter and editor Jeff Cole, who
died in 2001.
There wasn’t an open search
for Cole’s position because she had
originally been hired for her previous position at UM after a national
search, and had been away from
UM for less than a year.
“Montana is home to me,” Cole
said. “You don’t realize it until you
go away for a while, but this is my
home, and I am committed 100
percent to this university.”
One place she hopes to increase
diversity is in the applicant pool
for open positions at UM. She said
that simply rearranging application papers can make UM seem
more inviting to people with diverse backgrounds.
“We want to move that wording typically found at the bottom
of an announcement closer to the
top, which gives it added signifi-
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cance,” she said.
She hopes to run the equal opportunity notifications to the top of
applications, and make them more
inclusive by adding a sentence
like, “UM strongly encourages applications from qualified women,
minorities, veterans and individuals with disabilities. This position
is eligible for veterans’ preference
in accordance with Montana state
law.”
Cole, the daughter of an Italian
immigrant, said she’s excited to
learn through her work how underrepresented groups think.
“They have a different perspective,” Cole said. “They see through
a different lens, a lens I want to
see through, too. We don’t have
to choose just one opinion, or one
method, either. We can use many
different ways to add diversity to
this campus.”
Cole said she wants to open up
conversations on campus and to
have uncomfortable, meaningful
conversations without any value
judgments. Cole also wants to
work toward actual initiatives to
make a difference.
“Is there a lot I can learn about

diversity? Yes. Am I willing to go
out of my comfort zone to learn
those things? Yes. It’s good if I have
to squirm in my seat sometimes,”
Cole said. “Sometimes you have to
get uncomfortable.”
Despite support from the University, Cole knows that increasing
diversity on UM’s campus is going to be a challenge. She said the
lack of pull for new professors and

employees to come to UM due to
lower pay and the fact that minorities constitute only 9.8 percent of
the student population contribute
to the lack of diversity on campus.
“It’s not going to be easy,” Cole
said. “I do not delude myself in
the challenges, but I have to stay
positive. I know we can all work
together to seek change.”

candance.rojo@umontana.edu

Candace Rojo/Montana Kaimin
Maria Cole, new coordinator for diversity recruitment and retention, says
she wants to learn more about the people at UM by opening up conversations
with students and faculty.
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Waterfowl are not the only
wildlife attracted to the area. Last
year, a young, female grizzly bear
frequented the lake. She was there
for the fine dining on fish, specifically carp, said wildlife biologist
Brent Lonner.
“With such a huge food supply,
she could grow to the size of a car if
she decides to come back next year,”
Lonner said. The bear is denned up
for the winter somewhere in the
nearby mountains.
One of Lonner’s responsibilities
is setting and managing the fall
hunting seasons for the area.
“This is one of the premier places in the state for incredibly concentrated numbers of birds now, and
there are excellent hunting opportunities in the fall,” Schlepp said.
“With such liberal access to use this
area, Montanans can enjoy such a
place year-round.”
Camping on Freezout is free. For
more information about the waterfowl activity, call the area’s hotline at
(406) 467-2646.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
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